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william of auvergne

On Morals

William of Auvergne, bishop of Paris from 1228 to his death in 1249, was
not only one of the most prolific writers in philosophy and theology of the
first half of the thirteenth century but also one of the first to use the new
translations of Greek and Islamic thought that poured into the Latin West
in that century. On Morals, the second part of William’s treatise On the
Virtues and the Vices, forms one component of his vast The Teaching on God
in the Mode of Wisdom. In On Morals he extols the value of the nine virtues
– faith, fear, hope, charity, piety, zeal, poverty, humility, and patience – in a
sophisticated narrative where each of the virtues, except humility, of course,
speaks in praise of herself and explains her importance.

roland j. teske, sj, has an MA in classical languages and ecclesiastical
degrees in philosophy and theology from Saint Louis University, as well as
a doctorate in philosophy from the University of Toronto. He has written
extensively on Augustine of Hippo, William of Auvergne, and Henry of
Ghent. He is the Donald J. Schuenke Chair Emeritus in Philosophy at Mar-
quette University and the recipient of the Aquinas Medal from the Ameri-
can Catholic Philosophical Society in 2009.
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