The Collectio Burdegalensts

A Study and Register of an Eleventh-Century
Canon Law Collection

Kriston R. Rennie

The Collectio Burdegalensis, originating in late eleventh-century Aquitaine,
reveals a great deal about just how deeply church reforming legislation was
embedded north of the Alps, and how it travelled there in the first place. By
examining when, where, by whom, and how the Collectio Burdegalensis was
made, this study re-evaluates the collection’s place and value among other legal
collections of the period, especially its relation to the so-called Poitevin canon-
istic tradition. It devotes considerable attention to the compiler’s use and organ-
isation of legal sources, examining the main texts of both manuscript repre-
sentations and their associated appendices.

Alongside the study, this book also contains a register of the Collectio Bur-
degalensis, representing for the first time the evidence of both extant manuscript
copies (Mss Bordeaux, Bibliotheque municipale 11, fols. 147r-171v and
Wiirzburg, Universitatsbibliothek M.p.j.q. 2, fols. 2v-96r), along with the hith-
erto uncalendared texts of the appendices to the collection. With this work,
scholars will henceforth be able to reconstruct the juridical content of the col-
lection, to cite the canons precisely, and to interpret them securely. It should also
allow greater appreciation of the social, ecclesiastical, and legal forces that
shaped the history of the late eleventh century.
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