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This edition makes available for the first time a previously lost work of Thomas 
Aquinas.  
 
Ptolomeo of Lucca, the friend, confessor, and biographer of Aquinas, uniquely 
reported that Thomas, while in Rome, had written a second commentary on Book 
I of Peter Lombard’s Liber sententiarum. The Lectura romana is that commentary. It is 
a reportatio of Aquinas’ lectures on Peter Lombard given in Rome in 1265–1266. An 
entirely new commentary, the Lectura romana contains a prolog, ninety-seven articles 
covering distinctions 1–17 and 23, and three short notes on distinctions 3 and 24. 
These lectures cover the nature of sacra doctrina, the names and attributes of God, 
the Trinity, and charity. 
 
The Roman Province of the Order of Preachers had established a new studium at 
Rome in which Thomas would teach his fellow Dominicans beginning their theo-
logical education. The Lectura romana constituted part of his teaching in this new 
studium. In this work, we have the only surviving reportatio of Thomas’ teaching 
other than biblical commentaries. Written with the trim precision of the Summa 
theologiae, the Lectura romana contains questions, arguments, and examples not found 
elsewhere in the works of Aquinas. The extended treatment of the Holy Spirit is 
the fullest to be found outside of the Parisian Scriptum. The Lectura romana generally 
reflects Thomas’ mature theological thinking. It is this work he abandons to begin 
the writing of his Summa theologiae. Because it can be precisely dated to 1265–1266, 
the Lectura romana is particularly promising for understanding the development of 
Aquinas’ thought on a number of central theological topics. 
 
The Lectura romana survives in the margins and guard folia of a thirteenth-century 
manuscript of the Parisian Scriptum now in Lincoln College, Oxford. 
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   Preface 
 
In his Gilson Lecture of 7 March 1982, delivered at the Pontifical Institute of 
Mediaeval Studies and subsequently published as The Setting of the “Summa theologiae” 
of Saint Thomas, Leonard Boyle announced the existence, at least in part, of a lost 
work of St. Thomas Aquinas, a second commentary on Book I of Peter Lombard’s 
Liber sententiarum. Shortly thereafter, Fr. Boyle invited me to serve as his co-editor 
in preparing the edition here at hand.  The next year, he presented his thinking 
more fully in “Alia lectura fratris Thome” published in Mediaeval Studies. When Fr. 
Boyle left for Rome as Prefect of the Vatican Library in 1985, he cleared his desk 
of many projects, but this one he kept. In the course of the years that followed, the 
edition took shape.  In the months before his death in 1999, he was reviewing the 
typescript. He planned a trip to Oxford to examine the manuscript again. 

In our discussions of the introduction, Fr. Boyle thought he would revise his 
“Alia lectura fratris Thome” in the light of his fresh examination of the manuscript. 
Declining health prevented his trip to Oxford and thus any revision of his article. It 
is only right that Leonard Boyle should introduce this text. Thus, his “Alia lectura 
fratris Thome” is reprinted here.  I would not presume to imagine how he might 
have revised it, although he surely would have. With the exception of very minor 
corrections, it is here as he wrote it. 

 
A particular debt of gratitude is owed to those who made my all too short trips to 
Oxford productive. Dr. Martin Kauffmann, Mr. William Hodges and the staff of 
Duke Humphrey’s at the Bodleian Library made possible my consultation of 
Lincoln College, Lat. 95. Fr. Joseph Munitiz, SJ and Fr. Gerald Hughes, SJ, Masters 
of Campion Hall, were most kind in providing guest lodgings for a visiting scholar. 

Essential financial assistance was provided by several grants from the Aquinas 
Foundation of the University of St. Thomas. I am grateful to the late Msgr. Terence 
Murphy, chancellor of the University of St. Thomas, who, as director of the Aquinas 
Foundation, consistently supported this project. 

The work on the source apparatus was done during a sabbatical year sup-
ported by a fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities, an 
independent federal agency of the United States.  
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   Abbreviations 
 

Books of the Bible are cited using the standard abbreviations. References to 
Aristotle adopt the modern internal divisions and Bekker numbers. Cita-
tions to other primary sources also follow the conventional divisions of the 
work, supplemented, where necessary, by parenthetical reference to the 
modern edition used (full details of which are provided in the Bibliography).  
 

Series 
CCL        Corpus Christianorum, Series Latina (Turnhout: Brepols, 1953–  ) 
CCCM     Corpus Christianorum, Continuatio Mediaevalis (Turnhout: Brepols, 1977–  ) 
CSEL      Corpus scriptorum ecclesiasticorum latinorum (Vienna: F. Tempsky, and 
      various imprints, 1866–  ) 
PL      Patrologiae cursus completus: Series Latina, ed. J.-P. Migne, 221 vols.  
               (Paris: Migne, 1844–1864) 
 
Peter Lombard 
Sent.        Sententiae in IV libris distinctae [Liber sententiarum] 
 
Thomas Aquinas 
CEG         Contra errores graecorum 
CT            Compendium theologiae 
De pot.       De potentia Dei 
De ver.       De veritate 
SCG         Summa contra Gentiles 
ST            Summa theologiae 
Super Sent. (Scriptum)  Scriptum super libros Sententiarum 
 
Other works 
Boyle, “ ‘Alia lectura’ ”   
Leonard E. Boyle, “ ‘Alia lectura fratris Thome.’ ”  Mediaeval Studies 45 (1983): 418–29. 

Reprinted, with minor corrections, pp. 58–69 below; all references to this version. 

Dondaine, “ ‘Alia lectura’ ”   
H.-F. Dondaine, “ ‘Alia lectura fratris Thome ’? (Super 1 Sent.).” Mediaeval Studies 42 (1980): 

308–36.  
The fifteen sequentially numbered articles edited in this essay, referred to by 
“Dondaine” followed by the roman numeral assigned to each, correspond to 
the articles of the Lectura romana as follows: 

 

 

Dondaine I: Prol.1.1  
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