Recusancy and Conformity in Early Modern England

Manuscript and Printed Sources in Translation

Scholarship of the past few decades has succeeded in questioning the wholly objec-
tive status typically attributed to the terms of religious affiliation common in early
modern England. This is not to say that expressions such as puritan, Arminian,
Calvinist are without meaning. But it is equally clear that religious identities have
to be reconstructed by interrogating what those terms meant for contemporaries,
and by analyzing how their attitudes toward particular styles of liturgy, worship,
and conformity to the law that governed the national Church shaped their own
awareness of religious identity.

This proved especially the case during the reign of Elizabeth I, when what it
meant to be a Catholic was complicated by the question of individual compliance
with the statute law, the act of uniformity of 1559 and subsequent statutes, notably
in 1581 and 1587. One of the best sources for our understanding of the issue is the
casuistical literature by Catholic polemiccists, who argued with each other about
how far conformity to the established Church could be excused, legitimated, and
even recommended, in particular as a response to government claims that, at some
level, conformity signified no more than obedience to secular temporal authority.
This volume seeks to make available in translation to students and scholars in early
modern studies the principal texts on conformity and recusancy in the Elizabethan
Church.

This collection will be an invaluable resource for future scholars and students
of post-Reformation Catholicism in the British Isles. It makes accessible in an
excellent scholarly edition key documents associated with the contentious
question of Catholic conformity in Elizabethan and early Jacobean England
and Scotland. Bringing together published and unpublished material that has
hitherto been scattered in a variety of libraries and archives, the volume com-
bines careful transcription of material in its original languages with clear
English translations. Accompanied by a helpful introduction, Recusancy and
Conformity in Early Modern England sheds revealing new light on the strug-
gle to reconcile religious and political loyalty and advances our knowledge of
how dilemmas of conscience were negotiated and resolved in post-Reforma-
tion Europe. It will surely become a standard point of reference in the field.
— ALEXANDRA WALSHAM, University of Exeter
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Preface

What began as a small gathering of a few documents illustrative of differ-
ent aspects of occasional conformity or church popery, developed into this
collection. One document seemed to lead to another. Indeed, we could have
gathered more, but we resisted the temptation lest a good book be lost in
the pursuit of the best book. Many assisted us in our work. We have
acknowledged different translators and colleagues who had checked and
confirmed manuscript references in the headnote to each document. Here
we would like to acknowledge friends and scholars whose support and
interest sustained us in our work: Professor Alexandra Walsham, Univer-
sity of Exeter; Professor Peter Davidson, University of Aberdeen; Professor
Robert Miola, Loyola University, Maryland; Father Peter Harris, English
College, Valladolid; Dr Thomas S. Freeman, Cambridge University; and Dr
Mordechai Feingold and Dr George W. Pigman, California Institute of
Technology. We are also profoundly grateful to His Excellency Sergio
Pagano, Prefect of the Archivio Segreto Vaticano, for his assistance and
competence, and to his staff for their generous help with our research
(Docs. 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16, 38); Dr D. José Luis Rodriguez de Diego,
Director, Archivo General de Simancas (Docs. 3, 5); Dr Pierre-Jacques
Lamblin, Directeur de la Bibliothéque municipale de Douai (Doc. 17);
Trustees of Lambeth Palace Library (Doc. 17); the staff of The National
Archive, Kew (Docs. 19, 20, 22, 42); staff of the British Library (Doc. 23);
Father Robert Danieluk, sj, Father José Yoldi, sj, Mr Mauro Brunello of the
Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu (Docs. 24, 30, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39,
40, 44, 45, 46, 47 ); Ms. Iris Jones, archivist of the Venerable English
College, Rome; Father James EX. Pratt, sj, Dr Nicoletta Basilotta and Mr
Stephen Fernando of the Institutum Historicum Societatis Iesu (Rome);
Brother James Hodkinson, sj, Ms. Anna Edwards and Ms. Mihaela Repina
of the Archivum Britannicum Societatis Iesu (London) (Docs. 31, 32); Mon-
signor Mark Crisp, Rector of St Mary’s College, Oscott; Sutton Coldfield,
for his permission to publish the important refutation of “A comfortable
advertisement” (Doc. 25); and Canon Alan Griffiths for reading and check-
ing Latin translations.
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We have tried to use a uniform style throughout the editions, but given
that we three come from different academic traditions, there are most likely
inconsistencies. Original spelling has been preserved with the exception of
the modern usage of # and v, and i and j. Most abbreviations have been
expanded. Marginal comments have been inserted into the text in italics;
only deletions and corrections deemed important and significant by the
editors, have been included. In Scriptural citations in the footnotes, we
have “translated” the Catholic references to contemporary usage. We tried
to retain original capitalization, but difficulty distinguishing between
majuscule and minuscule in some documents may have resulted in more
than usual inconsistency. Regarding dating, unless the documents them-
selves specify otherwise, we assume that documents written in England and
Scotland were dated in the “old style” and those on the continent, “new
style.” We understand the year for both, however, as beginning on 1
January and not 25 March.
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