
ST. SYMEON OF THESSALONIKA

The Liturgical Commentaries

This volume contains an edition and facing English translation of
Ἑρµηνεία περὶ τοῦ θείου ναοῦ (Explanation of the Divine Temple) and
“Περὶ τῆς ἱερᾶς λειτουργίας” (“On the Sacred Liturgy”), the two com-
mentaries on the pontifical (hierarchal) Byzantine Divine Liturgy by St.
Symeon of Thessalonika († 1429). This edition is based on MS Zagora 23,
which contains extensive corrections and additions apparently added to
the text by the author himself. The book opens with a historical and theo-
logical foreword on liturgical commentaries and mystagogy by Archi-
mandrite Robert Taft. The introduction surveys the life and career of St.
Symeon, analyzes the structure and theology of the commentaries, and
concludes with an account of technical and editorial questions. The index
includes references to names, places, and topics in Symeon’s text and in
the introduction and traces key terms in the commentaries in both Greek
and English.
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